APPLICATIONS — DEPENDENCE ASPECTS
independence which we have had in view in considering the
gradual emancipation of children from their parents. In these
respects it would seem that the conclusions arrived at in the
course of our study of the family would point to a rather
larger measure of Individualism than is contemplated by the
great body of contemporary political thought. If our conclusions
are correct, there is a danger in too wide a ramification of
state provision and state control, inasmuch at it is liable to
prevent that full development of individual power, initiative
and self-reliance which can only be obtained by a high degree
of emancipation from the primitive attitude of dependence on
the parents. If, on the other hand, it is considered that the
advantages of a far-reaching and complex state organization
override those attending the full development of individuality,
it is obvious that our ethical conclusions with regard to the
family may have to be correspondingly revised.
There remains but one more set of ethical  considerations-        The
to review before we finally take leave of the reader. Supposing    ^Sions to
that the relations of the individual to his family  environment   his family in
have successfully passed through the stages we have outlined      later life
and  that  the individual  has  at maturity  attained  the desir-
able   degree   of   emancipation   from,   and   independence  of,
the  influences   emanating   from   his   family,   there   remains
the   problem   of  defining   more   precisely   the nature   of his
relations    to   his   family   after   he   has   reached    maturity.
It is evident  enough  from  our previous  considerations  that
these   relations   will   be   loose   and   far   from   binding.   It is
also fairly clear that they must be such as to be capable of
being broken altogether without causing any very considerable
amount   of distress  or  inconvenience   to  any of the  parties They must be
concerned.   Sooner  or   later   these   relations  are   necessarily being*1 broken
broken by the great divider Death,  and even before this final     altogether
and inevitable separation, distance, diversity of occupation or
other considerations may place the members of a once closely
knit family entirely out of touch with one another. According
to our principles it is obviously desirable that these unavoidable
separations  should  involve  no  element  of  bitter  regret or	though it is
r .    .	natural  that
paralysing sorrow.	some relation-
Supposing  however  that  circumstances  are such as to	ship should be
make possible relations of some  degree of intimacy between	m
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